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Forty-one years after enlisting in the U. S. Coast Guard, Petty Ofýcer 1st Class Frank W. Larder is 
retiring at age 60.  

He enlisted in 1967.  The 
Green Bay Packers had 
just defeated the Kansas 
City Chiefs at Super Bowl 
I.  The ýrst automated 
teller machine (ATM) was 
installed in England.  The 
ýrst issue of Rolling Stone 
magazine hit the streets, 
and Pink Floyd released 
their debut album. The 
Coast Guard was transferred 
from the Department of the 
Treasury to the Department 
of Transportation, and a 
distinctive racing stripe was 
painted on its þeet of cutters, small boats, aircraft and units.  American draft cards were being burned in protest, 
while nearly 500,000 U.S. troops were deployed in Vietnam.

ñI had just turned 19, and after two semesters of college Iôd been asked not to return,ò Larder said, with a 
mischievous grin.  ñRather than sitting around the house all day or working dead-end jobs in my hometown 
(Pen Yan, N.Y.), my dad, a former Marine, strongly suggested that I join the military.ò

Larder enlisted in the Coast Guard on May 15, 1967, in Rochester, N.Y., marking the beginning of Larderôs 
Coast Guard career.  After graduating boot camp in Cape May, N.J., he reported as a Seaman Apprentice 
aboard the Coast Guard Cutter Duane, a 327-foot high-endurance cutter homeported in Boston.  

Larder spent the óSummer of Loveô aboard Duane in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and in October 1967, while 
thousands of war protesters marched in Washington, D.C., 
Duane deployed to Vietnam in support of Operation Market 
Time.

ñOur mission during Operation Market Time was to board 
and inspect vessels suspected of carrying troops, weapons 
or supplies from North Vietnam to the Communist forces 
in South Vietnam,ò said Larder.  ñWe conýscated supplies 
and weapons and assisted ground troops by ýring the shipôs 
81 mm mortars and long range, ýve-inch-gun rounds inland 
from off shore.ò 

PS1 Frank 
Larder enlisted 
in the Coast 
Guard in 1967 
and is scheduled 
to retire Sept. 
30, 2008, after 
41 years of 
active-duty and 
reserve service.  
ñI will truly 
miss serving 
with the men 
and women 
of the Coast 
Guard,ò he 
said.  (Photo by 
PA1 Tasha Tully)

Frank Larder (center) and two shipmates stand watch 
aboard the Cutter Duane while deployed to Vietnam in 
1967.  (Photo courtesy of Frank Larder)




