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FORWARD OPERATING LOCATION MANTA, Ecuador -- A U.S. Coast Guard Air Station 
Clearwater, Fla., HC-130 Hercules landed here Feb. 7, with a generator and 1,053,800 vitamins 
for local schools and an orphanage, donated by Vitamins for the World and Extreme Response 
International.  

Bob Eredics, director of Vitamins for the World, based 
in Bradenton, Fla., was part of an eight-member team 
that spent one week in Ecuador providing humanitarian 
support.  

ñWe are very happy to be here in Ecuador to provide 
care for those in need,ò said Eredics.  ñWe can only hope 
that we put a smile on their faces and provide them with 
something they need.ò  

He said that this shipment was only half of the two million 
vitamins that will come to Ecuador.  These vitamins will  
impact the lives of more than 5,050 children and pregnant 
women in the local Manab² province.

Vitamins for the World and Extreme Response 
International are both non-proýt organizations that have partnered to help provide vitamins and 
minerals to less fortunate children and adults in Ecuador.

One of the teamôs projects was to build a well at the Montanita 
Verde Orphanage where 15 children reside.

Vitamins for the World had obtained the vitamins and a 7.5 
kilo-watt auto-start generator, needed to construct a fresh-water 
well, but had no way to transport them to Ecuador.  This is 
where the Air Force and Coast Guard stepped in.

Air Force Chaplain (Capt.) Jason Knudeson, started the process 
when he was deployed here from Barksdale Air Force Base, La.  
Air Force Chaplain (Capt.) Steven Survance, deployed here 
from Shaw AFB, S.C., followed through with his predecessorôs 
work and reached out to help Vitamins for the World and 
Extreme Response International.  He worked with Air Force 
leadership to secure space aboard a Coast Guard HC-130, 

A Coast Guard HC-130 landed at Forward 
Operating Location Manta, Ecuador, Feb. 7, 
carrying more than one million vitamins and a 
generator for donation by a non-proýt organization 
to local schools and orphanages in Ecuador. 

Chaplain Survance watches as a 
generator is loaded onto a truck at 
Manta, Ecuador.  The generator was 
donated by a non-proýt organization 
and will provide running water for 15 
children at the Foundation Por Amor 
Orphanage in Montanita Verde, Ecuador. 




