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More than 300 people gathered at Blackthorn Memorial Park, on the north end of the Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge in St. Petersburg, Fla., Jan. 28, for a formal remembrance ceremony honoring 
23 Coast Guard members who lost their lives when their cutter sank after colliding with a tanker 
Jan. 28, 1980.

The Coast Guard Cutter Blackthorn, a 180-foot buoy tender 
homeported in Galveston, Texas, was transiting from 
Tampa, Fla., when it collided with the tanker Capricorn just 
west of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge.  Capricornôs anchor 
embedded into Blackthornôs port side and created a massive 
weight on the ship which caused it to capsize with 23 
crewmembers still aboard.

During the ceremony, Coast Guard members from Sector 
St. Petersburg, Air Station Clearwater, Fla., seven local 
Coast Guard cutters, Auxiliary Division 11 members, along 
with Knights of Columbus and St. Petersburg Navy League 
members, placed wreaths and roses in front of the stone 
memorial and rendered honors to the fallen sailors.

ñMany family 
members of those 
who were lost in 
the sinking of the 
Blackthorn attend the 
ceremony in honor of 
their loved ones,ò said 
Lt. Miguel Torrez, the 
Blackthorn Ceremony 
coordinator.  ñThe 
ceremony is a solemn 
event for those in 

attendance and each year more and more people come to 
pay their respects.ò

Cmdr. G. Todd Prestidge, Commanding Ofýcer of 
the Coast Guard Cutter Resolute, homeported in St. 
Petersburg, said, ñThe Blackthorn Ceremony holds a 
special signiýcance for me.  I was stationed aboard the 
Coast Guard Cutter Papaw in Galveston, Texas, and we 
moored at Blackthornôs old berth and worked the same 

 Petty Ofýcer 1st Class Peter Furnari, a 
crewmember on the Coast Guard Cutter 
Pea Island, homeported in St. Petersburg, 
holds one of 23 roses representing Coast 
Guard Cutter Blackthorn crewmembers.  
The roses were placed one-by-one in 
front of the Blackthorn memorial as each 
crewmemberôs name was read aloud 
during a service of remembrance Jan. 28.

A Coast Guard member renders honors 
to Coast Guard Cutter Blackthornôs 
fallen crewmembers during a service of 
remembrance. 




