Coast Guard Assists Marshals in Taking Down Suspect

Story and photos by PAC Donnie Brzuska, PADET Jacksonville, Fla

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - The Coast Guard helped the U.S. Marshals Fugitive Apprehension Strike
Team apprehend a murder suspect aboard a Jacksonville-based cruise ship Feb. 28 at about 7 p.m.

Derron Williams, 29, of Atlanta, was apprehended aboard the Carnival Cruise Ship Celebratlon

by Marshals about yve-miles east of the entrance of the St.
Johns River, Fla. Williams was wanted by the Atlanta Police
Department for felony murder and aggravated assault with a

weapon.

AThis was a situation that my team and | have never
encountered before,0 said Deputy Marshal Rachel St. Clair,
supervisor of the U.S. Marshals Service North Florida
Fugitive Apprehension Strike Team, during a press brieyng
at the U.S. Courthouse in Jacksonville Feb. 29. iWe
wouldnft have been able to apprehend Williams if it werenft

for the outstanding help of the Coast Guard.o

U.S. Marshals from the Southeast Regional Task Force
learned Williams had pown to Jacksonville on an AirTran
jet from Atlanta. Members of the U.S. Marshals F.A.S.T.
determined that Williams boarded the Celebration and was
bound for Freeport, Bahamas. The U.S. Marshals contacted
the Coast Guard for help in stopping the cruise ship. The
Coast Guard Captain of the Port ordered the Celebration

to stop before leaving U.S. territorial seas. A boat crew
from Coast Guard Station Mayport, Fla., transported U.S.
Marshals and Coast Guard Investigative Service agents to

the Celebration.

Coast Guard Capt. Paul Thomas, commanding ofycer of
Sector Jacksonville, addresses media at the Jacksonville
Federal Court House.

U.S. Marshals take Derron Williams,
29, of Atlanta off a Coast Guard 47-foot
motor life boat at Coast Guard Station
Mayport, Fla. Marshals and agents from
the Coast Guard Investigative Service
apprehended a murder suspect aboard
the Jacksonville-based cruise ship
Celebration Feb. 28.

filt was important to get aboard the ship
without tipping anyone off that we were
there,0 said Capt. Paul Thomas, commander
Coast Guard Sector Jacksonville. iYou have

a cruise ship with 3,000 people aboard; he
couldbve had the opportunity to hide, or worse,
take a hostage.o

U.S. Marshals and Coast Guard CGIS agents
boarded the Celebration and quickly located
Williams with the help of the shipds crew.
Williams was taken into custody without
incident and transported to Station Mayport
via a Coast Guard boat. Williams will be held






