A Helping Hand

Story and photos by PAC Donnie Brzuska, PADET Jacksonville, Fla.

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic T Coast Guard aircrews rescued 59 people and
delivered more than 100,000 rations of food and water to people throughout the Dominican
Republic after Tropical Storm Noel killed 83 people in the Caribbean nation.

Coast Guard aircrews from Air Station Clearwater,
Fla., Air Station Borinquen, Puerto Rico, and

Air Station Miami pew numerous rescue and
humanitarian sorties over the disaster stricken
nation. A number of rural areas and villages in the
country were covered with water, and Coast Guard
aircrews plucked survivors from the pood waters in
situations reminiscent of Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

filt was by far the worst conditions lve ever seen,0

said Lt. Cmdr. Hans Govertsen, a pilot from Air

Coast Guard crews ofhoad people rescued in the aftermath
of Tropical Storm Noel. The storm slammed into the
Dominican Republic killing more than 80 people.

Station Borinquen. fiDespite that, every single
person from all the different air stations pulled

together so quickly to meet every need.o

The Coast Guard aircrews were among some of the yrst international aid providers in the
country, darting from village to village, trying to help in any way that they could. Coast Guard
falcon aircrews conducted over pight missions of the affected areas to keep helicopter crews
apprized of the hardest hit areas. The Coast Guard Cutter Tampa was stationed inside Dominican
waters to serve as a communications platform for all Coast Guard assets involved in the

humanitarian efforts.

The helicopter crews were a welcome sign of

hope to many Dominicans. Crews from Air

Station Clearwater helped pull one elderly man
trapped on the second poor of his home to safety.
A Coast Guard rescue swimmer from Air Station
Borinquen pulled one man to safety that was swept
away by pood waters and entangled in a barbed-
wire fence.

The poodwaters also swept away nine people
who were trying to pass a washed out road in a
food-supply truck. Several of the people were
volunteers delivering food The rest were from a
nearby village who were swept away while trying
to rescue the imperiled volunteers.

A Coast Guard helicopter crewman is squeezed amongst food
rations provided by the U.S. government to assist the people
of the Dominican Republic. Tropical Storm Noel ravaged

the area with severe pooding and mudslides isolating many
communities in the country.






